Broads Authority

28 September 2007

Agenda Item No 22

Whitlingham Visitor Centre: Lease

Report by Director of Corporate Services

	Summary:
This report seeks the Authority’s approval to enter into a sub-lease with the Whitlingham Charitable Trust for the visitor centre at Whitlingham Country Park.

Recommendation: That the Authority enters into a sub-lease with the Whitlingham Charitable Trust for the visitor centre at Whitlingham Country Park, in accordance with the details set out in paragraph 2 of this report.


1
Introduction

1.1
Members will be aware that the Authority opened its newest visitor centre at Whitlingham during the 2006 season. The centre is now in its second season of operation and is proving to be extremely popular.

1.2
The centre is located in an old flint barn which overlooks Whitlingham Great Broad and is within the Whitlingham Country Park complex which is leased to the Whitlingham Charitable Trust on a long lease from the landowners, the Trustees of the Arminghall Settlement.

2
Terms of Lease Agreement

2.1
It has been agreed between the parties that the visitor centre will be leased from the Trust for the period 14 April 2006 (when the Authority effectively took over occupation) to 13 April 2014, at an annual rental of £12,000 + VAT.

2.2
It has been further agreed that this sum will be subject to review after five years, at which time the rent payable will be set at the ‘market rent’, details of which are defined in the lease agreement.

3
Scheme of Delegated Powers

3.1
The Authority’s Scheme of Powers Delegated to Officers allows the Chief Executive to approve ‘the acquisition by the Authority of the leasehold interest in property for any term to an annual rent not exceeding £10,000’. The agreement therefore needs the formal approval of the Authority before it can be executed.

4
Financial Implications

4.1
Provision for the payment of the rent has been included within the Whitlingham Country Park – Accommodation Costs budget in the General Account.

Background papers:
Draft lease agreement between the Whitlingham Charitable Trust and Broads Authority
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